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CC Connections

Most of us think nothing of grabbing a 
bottle of water out of the fridge, of 
washing our hands many times a day, of 
standing long minutes under a nice hot 
shower.

But in some parts of the world, water 
is scarce, hard to access, and not 
necessarily safe to drink. What we take 
for granted is a treasured commodity for 
others, and the lack of readily available, 
clean water is responsible for disease 
and death, especially among children.

St. Ann’s Society decided, with Fr. 
Ryan’s approval, to be part of the 
solution to that problem, by joining 
other Councils of Catholic Women in the 
Water for Life project through Catholic 
Relief Services--but it will all depend on 
you. Not all the details are in place yet, 
but here’s a preview.

You will soon see a special donation 
stand placed near the entrance to church. 
You can drop in your loose change or 
extra bills on your way into or out of 
Mass. What may seem like a small 
donation to you, when added to the 
weekly donations of others, will build 
up to a respectable amount. Checks are 
also accepted, made out to Corpus 
Christi Parish with “water for life” in the 
memo line. 

The contributions will be put in a 
separate church account, which will be 
sent on to the diocese when St. Ann’s 
attends the Vicariate VII meetings that 
are held twice a year. 

Holy Name of Mary Parish in 
Maplewood, which has sponsored Water 
for Life for many years, has contributed 
well over $20,000 dollars during that 
time. Just last month, at the Council of 
Catholic Women’s Vicariate VII 
meeting, Holy Name of Mary presented 
a check for over $1,000 collected during 
the previous year. They are proof that a 
little soon becomes a lot.

Meanwhile, your moments of casual 

generosity will help make a life-or-death 
difference in the lives of our brothers 
and sisters in developing nations around 
the world. Think of that the next time 
you uncap a bottle of fresh, clean water.

Water for Life--new CC venture
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Pastoral Council Notes
  Some of my fondest memories of Corpus Christi parish are of 

the parish picnics we had every summer--working under the food 
tent with my dad, spending time visiting with fellow parishioners and 
just generally having a great time with my parish family.  The parish 

council is considering bringing 
back our parish picnic.  

  Before this can even be 
considered, we would need to 
have our lineup of volunteers 
at the ready!  Many hands 
would be needed in order to 
make this a successful event, 

and many hands would mean no one person would have all the work 
to do. 

We are inviting you, our parishioners, to be prepared to help serve 
our parish by helping at the picnic.  It would a great way to get out 
and spend time with your friends and fellow parishioners and to 
have fun this summer!  If you are interested in volunteering, please 

call the office (920-743-4716) and let them know!  Grilling 
meats, painting faces, overseeing games, manning tables, helping 
with set-up or clean-up--many hands make light work!

We also hope that everyone will want to gather at such a picnic. 
Someone recently said that people aren’t happy to simply visit with 
their friends, but instead want to be entertained. We hope you’ll 
want to do both; we hope you’ll find fun things to do at our picnic, 
and also get to know some of the people who, until now, are just 
faces you see at the handshake of peace. Our parish is our spiritual 
family, and we should socialize as well as worship together.

So, plan to help, and plan to attend. We’ll miss you if you’re not 
there.

God bless!

--Missy Marchant
Pastoral Council president

Jesus himself said it: “The harvest is plentiful, but the 
laborers are few; therefore 
pray earnestly to the 
Lord of the harvest to 
send out laborers into his 
harvest.”  (Luke 10:2)
More priests are retiring 
than are being ordained in 
our diocese, and as Fr. 
Ryan said in a recent 
homily, it’s not because 
young men aren’t being 

called by God. It’s because they don’t hear the call, or aren’t 
encouraged to respond.

Bishop David Ricken is also concerned about the issue, and 
as a result, the Fiat Prayer Society was formed. The goal is to 
have more and more of the faithful assist in vocation efforts 
through their prayers and sacrifices to help bring forth more 
yeses. “Fiat” is the Latin word for Mary’s response to the angel 
Gabriel at the Annunciation. It means “let it be done,” and 
because of her yes, Jesus came into the world.

There are no dues or meetings for those who decide to join, 
just your promise to pray. If you would like to learn more, visit 
www.gbvocations.org/fps or call the Green Bay Diocesan office 
(920-437-7531) and ask for the Office of Vocations.

Prayer power for priests

Here is this year’s crop of Kairos Men, those who spend a year 
together studying, praying, and discerning whether they might 
have a priestly vocation. This group was often at Corpus Christi’s 
Friday morning Mass, on their to Baileys Harbor to study with 
Mother Mary Catherine. Pray that their discernment process will 
proceed according to God’s will.

http://www.gbvocations.org/fps
http://www.gbvocations.org/fps
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• Watch for the new parish sign near the 
Maple Street entrance. It will be angled so it 
can be seen by traffic coming from either 
direction.

   • The Prayer and 
Reflection Garden is 
now open, and things in there have been 
spruced up a bit. The walls that hold 
memorial plaques have been painted, also.

  • The Pastoral Council is discussing the 
idea of a parish picnic this year, 
but it will all on how many 
volunteers can be lined up ahead 
of time. If you’re called, please 
respond generously. Parish 
support includes time and talent, 
not just treasure.

  • A scrumptious spaghetti dinner was served 
on June 4 to celebrate Fr. Ryan’s 10 years as 
a priest. His actual ordination day was June 2. 
It was a great time to express our appreciation 
to him for answering God’s call, and to God 
for sending him to our parish.

  • With summertime here, 
and many of you traveling 

on the weekends, don’t forget to attend Mass 
wherever you might be. Visit masstimes.org 
to find a church near you. You can still listen 
to Fr. Ryan’s Sunday homily on our parish 
web site, ccparish.net--but that alone doesn’t 

count as Mass attendance.

• Remember the television shows set around churches, where 
the ladies took turns bringing flowers from their gardens to 
decorate the altar? Well, your 
gardens don’t need to be raided, 
but you can help provide fresh 
bouquets of flowers for the back 
altar near the tabernacle. Cost is 
$20 per bouquet, and you can 
provide 1, 2 or 3. The donor’s 
name gets printed in the bulletin if 
they wish, or the name of those the 
bouquet was purchased in honor of or in memory of. Call the 
parish office, 920-743-4716, for help in setting something up.

  • Now that school is out for the summer at St. 
John Bosco, the Wednesday 8:20am Mass is 
once again open to the public. Wednesday and 
Friday Masses continue to be preceded by the 
recitation of the rosary, starting at 7:50am.

  • The first Thursday of each month continues 
to be reserved for Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament, 7am to 4pm. There must be always 
be at least 2 people in church that time, and new 
volunteers are needed. If you have an hour to 
spare for our Lord, call Leslie Cross at 
920-493-2814.

Next on our tour of the stained 
glass windows in church is that 
of the prodigal son. Little needs 
to be said about who that is, 
since most everyone is familiar 
with that story from the Gospel.
However, the window takes a 
little different spin. Instead of 
portraying a father and his son, 
we see Jesus with someone 
who could be any of us who 
has fallen from grace, 
wandered away from our 
Catholic faith, or sinned in any 
way.
  In this window, we see the 
attitude of Jesus toward all 

repentant sinners: loving forgiveness and ready welcome. No 
one, this window says, need fear turning back to God, saying 
I’m sorry, and becoming an active part of the family of God 
once again. Jesus does this through the sacrament of penance, 
where he works through the ministry of a priest.

  “But I’m so embarrassed to admit what I’ve done,” people 
might say. And the priest would be the first to assure them that 
all priests are delighted to pronounced those words of 
absolution and open the door to the 
outpouring of grace Jesus is always 
hoping to send.

  Next time you look at this 
window, ask yourself whether it’s 
time to allow yourself to be 
embraced by the forgiving arms of 
Jesus.

Did you know...? 

What’s new?
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This month is the trifecta of feasts, each of them enormously 
special, each of them worth celebrating, and each of them on 
Sunday when we attend Mass and when most of us have time to 
reflect during the day.

The first has already occurred. Pentecost was June 5, the last 
day of the Easter season, the celebration of what might be 
considered the birthday of the Church. The Holy Spirit, God 
himself, came to the apostles with mighty gifts to enable them to 
become fierce evangelizers who jump-started 
the spread of Christianity. From them--the 
first bishops--all bishops around the world 
can trace their spiritual lineage.

Second in this important lineup is Trinity 
Sunday, this year on June 12, the day we 
celebrate the trinity of persons who make up 
the one God all Christians worship. We 
profess our belief in this mystery of our faith 
each time we make the sign of the cross. 
Imagine a God so immense, so indescribable, that it takes three 
persons to adequately present him to us, his creation. The idea 
could be meditated upon endlessly. At the very least, we could 
see what the Catechism of the Catholic Church has to say, or 
look up the Trinity online.

The third feast of this triumvirate is a Solemnity, the highest 
rank of feast. It is special to all Catholics, but especially to our 
parish, since we bear its name: the feast of Corpus Christi which 
is on the 19th this year. Also known as the Most Holy Body and 
Blood of Christ, this feast honors Jesus Christ, really, truly and 
substantially present under the appearances of bread and wine. 
This Presence happens through the change which the Church 
calls transubstantiation (“change of substance”), when at the 
Consecration of the Mass, the priest says the words which Christ 
Himself pronounced over bread and wine, “This is My Body,” 
“This is the chalice of My Blood,” “Do this in remembrance of 
Me.”  It’s not a sign or a symbol, and Jesus isn’t just present 
spiritually. It’s the real deal.

This feast used to be celebrated on the Thursday after Trinity 
Sunday, but in 
most dioceses 
has been 
transferred to 
Sunday so that 
everyone can 
more easily 
celebrate. 
Here’s the 
story behind 
the feast.

In 1263 a 
German priest, 
Fr. Peter of 

Prague, made a pilgrimage to Rome. He stopped in Bolsena, 
Italy, to celebrate Mass at the Church of St. Christina. At the 
time he was having doubts about Jesus being truly present in the 
Blessed Sacrament. He was affected by the growing debate 
among certain theologians who, for the first time in the history 
of the Church, began introducing doubts about the Body and 
Blood of Christ being actually present in the consecrated bread 
and wine. In response to his doubt, when he recited the prayer of 

consecration as he celebrated the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass, blood started seeping 
from the consecrated host and onto the altar 
and corporal.
  Fr. Peter reported this miracle to Pope 
Urban IV, who at the time was nearby in 
Orvieto. The pope sent delegates to 
investigate and ordered that host and blood-
stained corporal be brought to Orvieto. The 

relics were then placed in the Cathedral of Orvieto, where they 
remain today.

This Eucharistic Miracle confirmed the visions given to St. 
Juliana of Mont Cornillon in Belgium (1193-1258). St. Juliana 
was a nun and mystic who had a series of visions in which she 
was instructed by Our Lord to work to establish a liturgical feast 
for the Holy Eucharist, to which she had a great devotion.

After many years of trying, she finally convinced the bishop, 
the future Pope Urban IV, to create this special feast in honor of 
the Blessed Sacrament, where none had existed before. Soon 
after her death, Pope Urban instituted Corpus Christi for the 
Universal Church and celebrated it for the first time in Orvieto in 
1264, a year after the Eucharistic Miracle in Bolsena.

This year, if all goes well, after many years without it, our 
own Corpus Christi Parish may be having a Corpus Christi 
procession outdoors, as was once done in churches everywhere. 
Carrying the Eucharist in the monstrance, the priest presents the 
very Body of Jesus to the neighborhood in which we worship, 
and we parishioners follow along, adoring our Lord boldly, in 

the open, and 
asking his 
blessing on our 
lives and our 
community. 
This would 
take place after 
the 10:30am 
Mass. 
  Watch the 
bulletin for 
more details.

Connecting
with

the liturgy

Down in adoration falling...
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Ask Fr. Ryan
Q: How do I pass the time during Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament? 

A: Good question.  The answer, first of all, is relax.  When you are with Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, it’s less 
about doing something and more about being with Someone.  Don't let the quiet and stillness intimidate you, and you 
can start small--5 or 10 minutes with Jesus instead of a whole hour.  A parish priest once asked a farmer who would 
spend hours in church just looking at the tabernacle what he was doing.  The farmer said, "I am here with Jesus.  He 
looks at me, and I look at Him." That farmer shows us the essence of adoration.  Adoration is a very personal and 
intimate form of meeting Our Lord, and sometimes words are not even necessary.  In fact, sometimes, they get in the 
way.

(If you have a question for Fr. Ryan, email him at fr.ryankrueger@yahoo.com.  Or mail your question to 25 N. Elgin, 
Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235.)

CC CameraConnections
It had been quite a while 
since the last May crowning 
at Corpus Christi, an old 
tradition to honor Mary and 
her place in our Catholic 
faith. This year on Mother’s 
Day, Lorelei Baskett and 
Kwynn Hoernke processed 
with a rose and a crown for 
the beautiful statue of Mary, 
which remained at the front 
of church through May.  That 
statue was an anonymous 
g i f t i n m e m o r y o f t h e 
donors’ mothers. Assisting 
the girls was Deb Brauer.

Ceremonies abound during Holy week, as the 
parish prepares for Easter. Here, Fr. Ryan and 
Dcn. Mark prepare to bless the palms for the 
procession into church.

The Tuesday morning rosary group 
prays for all sorts of people and 
intentions,  This photo was sent to 
rosary group member Greg Stephan 
who has since passed away.  Pictured 
are (top) Jean Klansky, Mary Tlachac, 
Monica Sawyn, (bottom) Leslie Cross 
and Gina Cross. Several others were 
missing that day.

George Sawyn wears a mask while 
making music for Mass--a sight we no 
longer see now that mask mandates 
have been lifted. People are still 
welcome to wear them if they choose.

mailto:fr.ryankrueger@yahoo.com
mailto:fr.ryankrueger@yahoo.com
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